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The Controversy concerning the Change of Ski Downhill Facilities during the preparation period
for XI Olympic Winter Games in Sapporo (1972)

:Analysis of Minutes of IOC Executive Board Meetings and IOC Sessions and the correspondence between the [OC
and the Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games

ISHIZUKA Souya *

Abstract

The ski downhill facilities were constructed on Mt. Eniwa for the XI Olympic Winter Games in Sapporo held in 1972 (the
Sapporo Olympic Winter Games). The ski downhill facilities on Mt. Eniwa were removed and trees were replanted after the
Games. This is an early case of an environmental issue addressed by the Olympic Movement. Change of the ski facilities from
Mt. Eniwa was also debated during the discussions. According to previous studies, Ayao Ide, the executive head of the Nature
Conservation Society of Hokkaido, sent a petition letter for the change of the ski downhill facilities to Avery Brundage, the
President of the International Olympic Committee (I0C), but the facilities were not changed.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the controversy concerning the change of ski downbhill facilities during the preparation
period for the Sapporo Olympic Winter Games.

The historical materials used for this study include the minutes of meetings of the IOC Executive Board and IOC Sessions and
the correspondence between Brundage, Kogoro Uemura, the President of the Organizing Committee for the Sapporo Olympic
Winter Games, and Tomoo Sato, the Secretary General of the Organizing Committee.

The results of this study are summarized as follows:

1. According to the historical materials used for this study, the first appearance of the controversy was a petition letter that Ide
sent to Brundage for the change of ski downhill facilities. The letter served as a primary factor for construction of the ski
downhill facilities on Mt. Eniwa as temporary facilities. Furthermore, it is thought that negotiations over the improvement of the
ski facilities at Furano city were also included in the controversy.

2. The controversy was not discussed at the meeting of the IOC Executive Board or IOC Sessions. On the other hand, the
protest in Banff, another candidate city at the time, was referred to these meetings. Brundage and some members of the IOC used
the protest as grounds for not holding the Games in Banff.

3. Brundage sent a letter to Uemura concerning the petition for change of ski downhill facilities. He was anxious about the use
of Mt. Eniwa for the ski downbhill facilities, and the influence on holding of the Sapporo Olympic Winter Games.

4. Sato replied to Brundage that discussions on dealing with petition for change of ski downhill facilities had already been
started.

5. Following the correspondence mentioned above, Uemura obtained approval from the National Park Council to use Mt.
Eniwa as the ski downhill facilities, and notice was to Brundage by telegram. There was, however, no description about removal
of the ski downbhill facilities or replanting of trees after the Games.
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Doar My, Uemura:

Perhaps you. have already scen coples ol

the protest sent to us by a group of

Capporo professore about the ase of Mi, Exiwa
for a s ki run, If not, you will find coples
enclosea, » similar protest wae one of the
reasops that the Banf! invitation was not ae-
ceptable,

Pleare be good cnough to infTorm us whethér or
not this protest har merit,

Eincerely,
AB. I8 Wwery Brundage

Mr. Kogoro Uemura, Pi.:zident
Organizing Cummitiee for the XI Olympic
Winter Games E i i
Kisbi Memorial Hn1l .
.25, Kannami-cho, fnibuva-ku
Tokyo, Japan §in

cc: 10C - "Mon Repos

I Brundage, A. 3 HEHF4FER 503 . 1966.9.23fF

THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE FOR .
THE XItnh OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES, SAPPORO 1072

Kishi Memorial Hall
258 Jinnan-cho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo
Japan .

October 11, 1968

Mr, Avery Brundage

10 North La Salle Street
Chicage 2, Illinois

u

Dear Mr, Brundage,

Thank you very mueh for your kind letter dated
September 23, 1946 and referring to the protest by a group
of Sapporo professors about the use of Mt, Eniwa during
the 1972 Olympic Winter Games,

In this connection, we new have pleasure in inform-
ing you that this matter have been carefully reviewed and
studied by our concerned authorities for a smooth settlement
of this protest, though not reached yet to the final conclu-
sion at this time,

Needless to say however, this Committee will devote
our every efforts to this effects and | believe that we are
able to inform you further information immediately after
this matter has favourably settled in the near futu

With our appreciation for vour contifued assistance
and courtesies,

Very truly yours,

A

Tomoo SATO

Secretary General

€.¢.:. I10C Secretariat, Mon Repos

2 1&£BEER4 % Brundage, A. 38X E . 1966.10.111F .
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APPROVAL OF NATIONAL PARKS COUNCIL RECEIVED TO USE MOUNT ENIVA
NATIONAL PARK AREA FOR SAPPORO OLYMPIC GAMES

OWNHILL COURSE

STOP MOST GRATEFUL FOR YOUR INTEREST EXPRESSED IN THIS MATTER
REGARDS KOGORO UEMURA PRESIDENT SAPOROLYMPIC
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